
 

 

September 10, 2023 

 ST. JOSEPH 
    P  A   R   I   S   H 

Pastor - Fr. James Starasinich 
Parochial Vicar - Fr. Gregory Parrott 
(For St. Joseph Parish, Sacred Heart Church and         

Christ the King Church) 

Office Hours:  
Mon-Thurs 8:30am-4:30pm  

    Friday    8:30am-3:00pm  
 

Mass Schedule: 
 

Weekends 

Saturday 4:00pm 

Sunday 8:00am and 10:00am 
 

Weekdays and Holy Days 
(See schedule in the bulletin) 

 

Reconciliation 

Saturday 3:00 - 3:45pm 

512 South Elm Avenue 
Owatonna, MN 55060 

 

Office Phone (507) 451-4845 
 

Website: www.stjosephowatonna.org 

     

     Twenty-third Sunday    

   in Ordinary Time        



 

 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 
Two Sundays ago, we heard Jesus tell Peter, “I will give you the keys to the kingdom of heaven. 
Whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven; and whatever you loose on earth will be 
loosed in heaven.” Today we hear about fraternal correction, concluding thus: “If he refuses to   
listen even to the church, then treat him as you would a Gentile or a tax collector. Amen, I say to 
you, whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall 
be loosed in heaven.” 
The first reading from the prophet Ezekiel reveals a responsibility we have toward our neighbor, 
especially his salvation. We are speaking clearly here of the community, those united as a       
community of faith in the one true God of Judaism. Every community was responsible in helping 
all the brothers and sisters to follow the ways of God and to live up to the call made on their lives. 
Their example would speak volumes to the surrounding peoples, who lived by another standard or 
no standard at all. Witness would enlighten others to the truth of why and how the Hebrews lived, 
following the one true God. Christianity continues in this tradition of witness. St. Paul sums it up 
very simply in today’s second reading: “’You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ Love does no 
evil to the neighbor; hence, love is the fulfillment of the law.” 
Great words because this is God’s truth. How do we put this into practice? 
In the opening prayer we are asking God to “look graciously upon your beloved sons and     
daughters, that those who believe in Christ may receive true freedom and an everlasting             
inheritance.” This is our answer to fulfilling God’s word, acting upon the Word of God first by 
asking – praying – to “receive true freedom.” This means a freedom to speak, as St. Paul also says 
today, “Owe nothing to anyone.” Do not worry about what others may think. Have the courage 
that comes from God to think of the salvation of the other as so important to speak about it, to  
lovingly correct a brother or sister in Christ if he/she has gone astray. It is not a moralistic gesture, 
a correction because “this is right” and “that is wrong”. It is to love someone to the degree of    
forgetting about being nice in this world for the sake of being nice and not causing conflict. The 
greatest love is to give one’s life, to cut with human affections and allow divine grace to take 
over, because the salvation of a soul for eternity in heaven is the greatest love that can be offered. 
That’s what Jesus did for all of us, for the entire world, for every human soul ever created when 
he died on the cross and then rose from the dead. Love conquers and love liberates. Love is   
speaking freely so that a soul may not be lost but be saved. Grateful for the gift of our own       
salvation through baptism and the ongoing salvation received through the sacraments, we allow 
Jesus to live within us and continue his work of saving the world through us. We are his            
instrument if we always ask for that freedom to speak, without fear of rejection or what others 
may think of us. It goes back to Ezekiel, repeating the words from God: “But if you warn the 
wicked, trying to turn him from his way, and he refuses to turn from his way, he shall die for his 
guilt, but you shall save yourself.” 
Is their still hope for the salvation of the stubborn sinner? Let’s listen to Jesus, as he concludes  
today’s Gospel: “Again, amen I say to you, if two of you agree on earth about anything for which 
they are to pray, it shall be granted to them by my heavenly Father. For where two or three are 
gathered together in my name, there am I in the midst of them.” If that prayer is for the salvation 
of that stubborn sinner, Jesus is their listening. It’s a great prayer and one that seeks salvation for 
another, eternity in heaven and not the opposite, isn’t that love, isn’t that a great prayer because it 
is thinking about another and not about oneself? 
 

God Love You!!!  
         
Fr. Jim Starasinich 



 

 

Monday, September 11, 2023:           Weekday 

Col 1:24-2:3/Lk 6:6-11                      9:00am - Christ the King - Bruce Thomas Sr.†  and                                                                                                                          
                                                                                                              Ken & Sally Sieberg† 

Tuesday, September 12, 2023:     Weekday 
Col 2:6-15/Lk 6:12-19                         8:00am - Harold McGregor† 

                                                                                                                                                                                              
Wednesday, September 13, 2023:       St. John Chrysostom, Bishop & Doctor of the Church            
Col 3:1-11/Lk 6:20-26                                         8:00am - Collette Mullenmaster†                                                     
                 8:10am - SMS Mass - Dick Thamert† 
                                                                                                                                                                         
Thursday, September 14, 2023:          The Exaltation of the Holy Cross 
Nm 21:4b-9/Phil 2:6-11/ Jn 3:13-17                   8:00am - Joan Driessen†                                                                                                     
                                                                       
Friday, September 15, 2023:               Our Lady of Sorrows 
1 Tm 1:1-2, 12-14/Jn 19:25-27 or Lk 2:33-35          9:00am - Christ the King - William & Edith Klein†            
                                                                                                                                                                        
Saturday, September 16, 2023     St. Cornelius, Pope & Cyprian, Bishop, Martyr                                                                                                                             

1 Tm 1:15-17/Lk 6:43-49                                    8:00am - NO MASS 

                                                                                                                                                                                   
Sunday, September 17, 2023:     Twenty-fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time                                                                               
Sir 27:30-28:7                                      09/16/23  4:00pm - Mark Mullally†                                                    
Rom 14:7-9                                       09/17/23  8:00am - Luke Evans†                                                                                                                             
Mt 18:21-35                                             09/17/23  10:00am - Parishioners                                                                   

Weekly Readings and Mass Intentions 

Parish Staff 
 

 

Pastor– Fr. James Starasinich (507) 451-4845 
pastor@stjosephowatonna.org 
 

Administrator– Al Christenson (507) 451-4845 
apchristenson@stjosephowatonna.org 
 

Parish Office– Linda Strand (507) 451-4845 
parishoffice@stjosephowatonna.org 
 

Bookkeeping-Teresa Klecker  
TeresaK@stjosephowatonna.org 
 

Liturgical Music Director – Carol Hodapp 
carolhodapp@gmail.com 
 

Faith Formation Director – Brittany Boubin 
shsjyouth@shsjfaithformation.org                                          
(507) 413-6544 
 

Maintenance– Dave Oman 
 

Parish Website– www.stjosephowatonna.org 
 

Facebook– https://www.facebook.com/
StJosephParishOwatonna/ 

                           September 10 – Twenty-Third 
       Sunday in Ordinary Time:   
 

In today’s Gospel, Jesus says: 
“…where two or three are                   
gathered in my name, there am I 
in the midst of them.” 

Is there a family you know who needs                                 
assistance? Please call the Society of                                 
St. Vincent de Paul so that together we help 
them to know that indeed “God is in the midst 
of them.” On Tuesday we served 150 meals at 
Vincent’s Table.  
 
Membership - We meet the 1

st
 and 3

rd
 Monday of 

each month at 6:30 p.m., at St. Joseph’s 
Church.  If you would like further information 

on growing your spiritual life and serving 
those in need in our community, please join us 

at a meeting or contact Ed Wacek at                                   
edwacek46@gmail.com.                                                    

Our phone is 507-676-5508.  

                                



 

 

             Liturgical Ministers Schedule                                     
                      Sept. 16/17, 2023 
 

Saturday - 4:00pm 
EMs: Matt Thurnau, 2 Volunteers                         
Lector: Linda Strand      
Sacristan: Julio Letona 
Ushers: Joan Erdman, Amador Ramirez 
             Volunteer, Volunteer                        
Altar Servers: Julio Letona, Brianna Harinen      
Greeters: Volunteer 
 
Sunday - 8:00am 
EMs: Lynn Lattery, Courtney Keller, Volunteer                                                                 
Lector: Cindy Emanuelson 
Sacristan: Linda Huffington 
Ushers: Mark Kearin, Dave Goodnature 
     Volunteer, Volunteer                                                            
Altar Servers: Charile, Sam & Jacob Dulas 
Greeters: Volunteer 
 
Sunday - 10:00am    
EMs: Katie Holzerland, Ellyn Jardine, Vol. 
Lector: Tim Rice 
Sacristan: Ruth Broumley 
Ushers: Chuck & King Jurgens                                      
    Volunteer, Volunteer                                                                                                             
Altar Servers: Lucas & Macey Ginskey  
Greeters: Volunteer 
 

Help is needed in all the ministries.                                   
Consider sharing your God given talents at the Mass.  

You can sign up on the parish website at                                       
stjosephowatonna.org. (click on Liturgical Protocol & 

Schedules) or contact the Parish office at 451-4845.                                              

            In Loving Memory 

                  Sheila Connor 

                 September 3, 2023 
                 May her soul and the souls of all                                                
          the faithful departed rest in peace. 

September Funeral Chairperson 
 

LaRae Evans: 456-9416 
 

Roberta Zak: 451-2041 

 

Contact the parish office if you would like to  
help with funeral luncheons. 

451-4845 

 
Pre-Cana is an opportunity for 
engaged couples to prepare for 
the Sacrament of Matrimony.  
They will learn about the beauty 
of Marriage as a sacrament and about how they can 
be an effective sign of Christ’s presence to each   
other, to their future children and to those around 
them. 
Pre-Cana is a full day event that takes place on a                         
Saturday through the Diocese of Winona-Rochester. 
For more information and for registration, please visit 
the Office of Life, Marriage & Family’s website: 
https://www.dowr.org/offices/life-marriage-family/
marriage-preparation.html 
Pre – Cana Dates for 2023-2024: 
October 14, 2023 - Newman Center, MSU, Mankato 
January 27, 2024 - Newman Center, MSU, Mankato 
March 2, 2024 - St. Charles Borromeo, St. Charles 
May 18, 2024 - Newman Center, MSU, Mankato 

Learn simple ways 
to transform your charitable giving and 
the help it can provide your Catholic 
community. You can learn tools and 
methods to turn a modest gift into a 
substantial legacy that will bless the 
Catholic parish or charity of your 
choice.    Worried about debt or medical 
bills eating away your estate, leaving 
nothing left for charitable giving?                                           
Guest speaker Robert Heuermann of 
the Catholic United Financial                               
Foundation will explain how to                                            
structure your plan, so your charitable 
intentions are protected.                                                     
Learn more Sept. 18th at 5pm in                            
Joseph Hall, St. Joseph Parish.                                                                        
Contact local Member Advisor Travis 
Schmitz for more details: 
tschmitz@catholicunited.org or                              
call 1-800-441-9949. 

mailto:tschmitz@catholicunited.org


 

 

Faith Formation registration has begun                                                                                                                  
for Grade 1 through Confirmation!                                                                                                    
Please register at https://shsjfaithformation.org/rep-registration.                                                        
General information will be emailed to all that are registered for the year.  
Year 1 and Year 2 Confirmation Meeting: Wednesday Sept. 13th @ 6:30pm at                      
Sacred Heart.  Parents and students are expected at this meeting. There will be 
a 2nd grade parent meeting Wednesday Sept. 20th @ 6:30pm at Sacred Heart.   

 Please join the St. Serra Club of Owatonna Area for a program at our  
September gathering to hear  Monsignor Thomas Cook, our new                          
pastor at Sacred Heart Church, speak on his vocation, and other                     
vocations on Monday, Sept. 11th, 2023 at 6:45 pm in St. Joseph Hall,                             

St. Joseph Parish.   Monsignor Cook has been in Rome for the last five years. 
Come, and ask him what he's been doing.  
There will be Adoration at the Owatonna Community Adoration Chapel from 5:00 – 6:00 pm to pray 
for Vocations with the Serrans.  All are invited to pray and then join us in St. Joseph Hall for pizza, 
then hear Monsignor's talk at 6:45 pm. The St. Serra Club fosters and supports vocations to the 
priesthood and vowed religious life, and in doing this, increase our own spiritual  life. 

Starting on Wednesday, September 13th, and weekly, we will be having coffee and 
rolls with  Fr. Jim, who will be reading Bishop Barron’s book, “This is My Body”.                            
This will be from 9-10 AM Wednesdays in Joseph Hall.  Bring your copy of the 
book (if you have one) and invite your friends and neighbors to join in learning 
more about our Eucharistic Lord in this Parish Year of Eucharistic Revival.                                               
This is open to all men and women. 

Photos of Father Jim and St. Joseph Parish pilgrims                                                                          
at World Youth Day 2023 in Portugal. 

November 11, 2023 | Church of the Resurrection, Rochester 

Early Bird Registration through                     
Oct 15 - $40.  After Oct. 15 - $50                  
Learn more and register                                    
at www.dowr.org                                           

Finisterre (the end of the world) Spain 

https://shsjfaithformation.org/rep-registration


 

 

Please consider becoming a Liturgical Minister 

at St. Joseph Church.  There’s something for 

everyone! See contact info. below: 
 

Altar Servers – Parish Office (507)451-4845, 

parishoffice@stjosephowatonna.org 
 

Eucharistic Ministers – Linda Huffington  

  (507)456-5274 (leave message) or   

   lindamwhuffington@gmail.com 
 

Greeters – Wayne & Betty Kubicek          

(507)451-8683, bj-n-me@hotmail.com 
 

Homebound Ministries – Vickie Skala        

(507)456-2230, vskala9174@gmail.com 
    

Lectors – Linda Strand (507)363-2596,   

                strand619@gmail.com  
 

Music Ministry – Carol Hodapp                

(507)213-6981, carolhodapp@gmail.com 
 

Sacristans – Ellyn Jardine  (507)-444-4088, 

                   lee j7@reagan.com     

Ushers – Pat Rose (507)456-1146  

               rosepatp@gmail.com 

Donut Sunday                                         

Volunteers Needed! 

To help with clean up after the 

10am Mass (11am - 12:30pm)                                         

*Earn Service hours for Faith Formation!                                                   

Contact Linda in the                                                

Parish office at 451-4845.                                                                                    

The next Donut Sunday is October 1st 

      Building Christ’s Church 
                       Fulfilling Christ’s Mission 
                    Appeal Goal:  $51,028.00 
     Current Balance: $28,836.28 
                    Give online: catholicfsmn.org 
Envelopes are in the Gathering Space too! 

Owatonna KC Council 945 Benefit Breakfast for                            
   Catholic Education Memorial Fund                                                          
      & SERRA CLUB 
Sunday, September 17th ֍ 8am - 12pm 
St. Mary’s School Cafeteria 
Advance tickets are $9                                                                     
or $10 at the door                                                                                               
(free under 6)                       
 Two sensational breakfast choices and table service! 

KC Omelet Breakfast: 3 egg omelet selections          
KC Country Breakfast: eggs fried or scrambled,                             

ham or sausage.  All served with                                                                                           
pancakes or french toast, milk, or coffee.                        

Advance tickets will be sold after Mass  & 
are also available in the Parish office. 

Jesus and the Eucharist is a seven episode 
video series that draws viewers to a greater 

love of the source and summit of the Catholic 
faith—the Eucharist—using segments from 

Presence and The Search, two award-winning 
Augustine  Institute  series available on 
FORMED.org.   The series will officially                          

release on September 14, 2023.  You can                         
access  it on the  St. Joseph website at                                           

stjosephowatonna.org  

Catholic Daughters of the Americas 
Court Owatonna #1180                                                                         
will meet 9/18/23 at 6:30pm                                                     
in Joseph Hall, St. Joseph Parish. 

  Catholic Daughters of the Americas has     
motivated thousands of women to meet the 
challenges of our world today.  Our Motto, 

“Unity & Charity” inspires us to work                               
together for those less fortunate and in need 

of our love.  Are you a Catholic woman at 
least 18 years old?  If so, Catholic Daughters is 

looking for you!!  We meet every                              
3rd Monday of the month at 6:30pm,                                                                  

(January and February we meet Saturday 
mornings at 9am).  We do not meet July or            
August.  Please consider joining a great                        

organization that supports The Church and 
the community.  Come and see what we are 

all about!  Our next meeting is                                                   
Monday, September 18th at 6:30pm. Coffee 
and treats will be served, followed by praying 

the Rosary and the meeting.                                         
We look forward to seeing you there! 



 

 

The Catholic Education Memorial 
Fund (CEMF) has been supporting 
Catholic education in Steele County for 
almost 50 years. Founded in 1974 as a 
perpetual endowment, the CEMF         
distributes income from the invested 
principal to St. Mary’s School and the 
Religious Education Program. While 
some growth in the principal is expected 
from investment appreciation, real 
growth cannot be achieved without                    
contributions to the fund from the                        
Catholic community. To find out more 
about the CEMF and how you can                      
support Catholic education in Steele 
County for decades to come, please visit 
the website at cemfowatonna.com – or 
contact any of the current Board                          
members: Jane Kubista, Brian Haggerty, 
Tim McManimon, Dean Velzke,                               
Ron Kubicek, or Stephen Nelson. 

Reaching Through Time, History, Faith                                 
and Culture in SW MN.                                                              
What was daily life like on the prairie of                                  
southwestern Minnesota in the 1880s for 
Native American girls brought from Dakota                       
Territory to a school in Avoca, Minnesota? What 
compelled Catholic sisters from a religious order in                                
Pennsylvania to move to Avoca to serve at the 
school? The public is invited to hear the results of 
research into the school during a one-day event on 
October 7 (10am-5pm) at St. Ann Catholic Church 
in Slayton, MN.  This Fall Social Concerns Day,   
hosted by the Diocese of Winona-Rochester Social 
Concerns Committee, will feature local historians, 
representatives from the religious order the sisters 
belonged to, displays of historical photos and               
documents, and performances of traditional Native 
American dance and music. The public is invited 
but space is limited and advance registration is                           
required. The registration fee is $20 and includes 
Native American food for lunch.                                              
For more information and to register, contact                                            
Isaac Landsteiner at 507-848-8303, 
ilandsteiner@ccsomn.org 

Winona-Rochester Diocesan                            
Council of Catholic Women 
Fasting And A Daily Rosary:                                                    
The Greatest Weapons Against Satan  
 

 Saturday, October 7, 2023 
Queen of Angels Catholic Church 

1001 E Oakland Ave. 
Austin MN  55912       

8am: Registration/Breakfast/Exhibits 

8:30am: Rosary 
 

9:30am: The story of the National Shrine 
of Our Lady of Champion 
 

11am: Mass         12pm: Lunch/Exhibits 
 

1pm: Peitra Fitness: Becoming the Human 
Cathedral God created you to be physically, 
mentally, spiritually 
 

2pm: Purse raffle 
3pm: Closing Prayer 

 

Registration forms are in 
the Parish office and Gathering Space. 

Hand the homeless an umbrella! 
Across America an umbrella                                                  
can be a lifesaver for these                                                               
homeless individuals who                                                                                                     
must endure the hot sun.                                                        
Please consider donating                                                      
an umbrella to our nation's                                                      
homeless that crowd our non-shaded streets!                                              
With the summer months having 100+ degrees 
days, and to not have shade, would be so hot! 
An umbrella is such a blessing, being able to 
take the shade with them. Think about every 
town in our southern states... what an                                    
umbrella could mean in their life. 
 

Please drop off your unwanted                                       
or extra umbrellas to                                                                             

United Methodist Church of Owatonna at                                           
815 East University St. Owatonna, Mn 55060 



 

 

Glen A. Meger · Mike Meger · Brett Meger 

Rosaries by Peter 
Rosaries by Peter 

Catholic Community 
Chapel 

Open 24 hours 
Key cards available in                     

the parish office 

 

Glen Meger      Mike Meger     Brett Meger 

 

                   

                   

                  

                 

                

                
                      

                      

 
 
 
 

 Your Family of Faith and Hope 

                                   

              
        
 

 

         
 
 
 

                                    costas.candies.com 

 

              

                 

Amy Swain Hearing Centers 
                   
Audiologists offering many brands    
     of hearing aids! 

www.amyswainhearingcenters.com 
            

            507-451-3879 

SMITH, TOLLEFSON, 
RAHRICK & CASS 
  Attorneys-at-Law 
 
108 West Park Square         Stephen J. Smith 
Owatonna, MN 55060    Mark J. Rahrick 
(507) 451-6540                     Benjamin M. Cass 

         J. P. Kreutter       
 State Farm Insurance 

     203 South Oak 

      Owatonna, MN 
     Business: 507-451-4866 
     Home: 507-455-1247 

   BRICK – MEGER 
         FUNERAL HOME 
                                  EST. 1897 

GLEN A. MEGER · MIKE MEGER · BRETT MEGER 

 

        507-451-1457 

LOCAL 455– 1628     1-800-385-1628 
                       

     Steve’s Service, Inc. 

 

          

    

         

  www.dowr.org 
  507-454-4643 

Owatonna Knights 
      of Columbus 
 

      For A Better Tomorrow 
           Be A Knight Today 

     Membership    451– 6103 

                 
 
    

        BANK LOCAL       BANK PREMIER 
 
 
 
                    
               
                         

    Growing in Mind, 

         Body & Spirit 

            
          730 S Cedar Ave 

             Owatonna 
   

        507.446.2300 

  stmarys-owatonna.org 

    Preschool, Kindergarten & Grades 1-8 

507-444-3099 

Cuts 
Waxing 
Massage 

           JEFFREY HALL 

                         Financial Advisor 

             143 W. Bridge St. 
                  Owatonna, MN 

            (507) 446-0150 

     507-451-8254 • OSPTinc.com 

Complete Radiator Repair 
Wind Generator Repair 

109 Cedar Ave. Owatonna 

*Dawn Lindell *Paula Johnson        
*Jennifer Cassen *Vicki Ankram 
 

Owatonna, MN | 507-451-0231 
     www.premierbanks.com 

      www.owatonnalaw.com 

Monday - Friday……...9am - 5:30pm 

Saturday………………….9am - 1pm 

            Closed on Sundays 

      costas.candies.com 

Rosaries by Peter 
Peter Connor|507-456-1099|cephas6@msn.com 

Custom Orders  
   Welcome   

Handcrafted 

Repair services 
    available 

Full Auto Repair and Maintenance 

 Tim Blazek 

123 East Front St 455-9050 

www.georgesofgeneva.com 
  507-256-4501 GEORGE’S 

OF GENEVA 
SUPPER CLUB 

Tuesday - Saturday  4 - 8pm 
Scan to see the new Menu 

d.ludewig@lpl.com 
507-214-1230 

Securities and advisory services offered through LPL Financial, 
a registered investment advisor, Member FINRA/SIPC 

  DUANE M. LUDEWIG  
Investment Representative 

DAVE LAX 

Owatonna, MN  55060 

24 Hour Service • 
Over 40 Years Experience 

OFFICE: 507.451.3614 

CELL: 507.456.1575 

davejlax@gmail.com 

Geothermal Heat Pumps, Heating , Air Conditioning  
Commercial Refrigeration & Sheet Metal Specialists   
Commercial & Residential Sales & Service 

Selective Looks 
Sandie Kubista - Owner 

507-451-0570 

www.act-computers.net 

743 East Main St. 

Your one-stop 
technology shop! Roman Catholic                                                           

Diocese of Winona-Rochester 

 

 
     
         

Owatonna Area    
St. Serra Club     

Foster & 
Affirm           

Vocations 

 
 

          Your Ad  Here 
             451-4845 

 

Quality People, Products & Service 

           1430 East Main Street Owatonna, MN                                           

             507-451-3377 l 888-451-3377 

507-451-7943 

1930 Austin Rd. PO Box 482 

Owatonna, Minnesota 

 

Plemel Insurance Agency 
920 Hoffman Drive  Owatonna, MN 

507-451-4619 
www.plemelagency.com 

 

FACE RISK HEAD ON 

NORTHRISKPARTNERS.COM 

507-451-3684 285 18th St. SE 
Owatonna, MN 

              

          Your Ad Here 

              451-4845 

507-451-5262 

Catholic Daughters 
of the Americas 

    Court #1180  
      Owatonna 

Unity &  Charity 


