
 

 

February 4, 2024 

 ST. JOSEPH 
    P  A   R   I   S   H 

Parochial Administrator                                        
Rev. Msgr. Thomas Cook 

Parochial Vicar - Fr. Gregory Parrott 
(For St. Joseph Parish, Sacred Heart Church and         

Christ the King Church) 

Office Hours:  
Mon-Thurs 8:30am-4:30pm  

    Friday    8:30am-3:00pm  
  Mass Schedule: Weekends 

Saturday 4:00pm 

    Sunday 8:00am and 10:00am 
 

Weekdays and Holy Days 
(See schedule in the bulletin) 

 

Reconciliation                                     

Saturday 3:00 - 3:45pm 
 

512 South Elm Avenue 
Owatonna, MN 55060 

 

Office Phone (507) 451-4845 
 

Website: www.stjosephowatonna.org 
            

     

         Fifth Sunday in                   

     Ordinary Time                          

Jesus the healer 



 

 

Monsignor Cook’s Corner                       4 February 2024 

5th Sunday of the Year 
 
In addition to my assignment as Pastor at Sacred Heart Parish, Bishop Barron has appointed me               

Parochial Administrator at St. Joseph Parish and Christ the King Parish, until July 1, 2024, by which time, 
hopefully, a new pastor will be assigned.  I am grateful to our Parochial Vicar, Father Parrott, and to our 
dedicated staffs, as we work together to provide for the sacramental and pastoral needs of the faithful at all 
three of our parishes.  We are honored to serve, and also ask for your patience during the next five months as 
we minister with one less priest in the Owatonna area.  As a general rule, I will be offering the weekend 
Masses at St. Joseph and Christ the King Parishes every other weekend until a new pastor arrives. I would 
like to express my sincere gratitude to Father Starasinich for serving as a faithful shepherd for our parishes 
for the past five years and seven months.  He is a good man and a holy priest, and I will miss his wise                   
counsel and collaboration, especially at St. Mary’s School and our combined Faith Formation Program.  
Please pray that Bishop Barron will send a new pastor after Our Lord’s own heart: “I will appoint for you 
shepherds after My own Heart, who will shepherd you wisely and prudently.” (Jeremiah 3:15) 

In order to allow Father Parrott and me to take a “day away” for rest and prayer, unfortunately it will 
not be possible to offer Mass at Christ the King Parish on Monday mornings, nor at St. Joseph Parish on 
Tuesday mornings.  There will, however, be Masses at Sacred Heart Parish at 7:15 a.m. on Monday and 
Tuesday mornings.  This revised schedule will allow the weekday morning Masses to remain with as few 
changes as possible for all three parishes.  (Most parishes in our Diocese where a Parochial Administrator 
has been appointed do not have any Masses whatsoever during the week.)  I am grateful for the sacrifices 
that St. Joseph and Christ the King Parishes are making in the absence of a resident pastor, and we fervently 
pray for an increase in vocations to the priesthood within our Diocese.  In the year 2009, we had 115 priests 
serving in our Diocese; in 2022, the number was sadly reduced to 77.  Our Lord reminds us: “The harvest is 
abundant, but the laborers are few; therefore, ask the Master of the harvest to send our laborers for his                 
harvest.” (Matthew 9:37-38) 

On Saturday, February 10, at 10:00 a.m. in Sacred Heart Church, 34 of our young people will be 
making their First Confession as they prepare to receive their First Holy Communion in April.  Please pray 
for them as they prepare for this powerful first experience of the Lord’s Mercy. 

Next Sunday, February 11, is the 32nd World Day of the Sick.  Pope St. John Paul II designated this 
feast on February 11, the Memorial of Our Lady of Lourdes, because of the many healings that have taken 
place at the miraculous spring at Lourdes, France, where the Blessed Mother appeared to St. Bernadette 
Soubirous. The theme for this year’s Day of the Sick is “It is not good that man should be alone” (Gen 
2:18):  Healing the Sick by Healing Relationships. In his message on this occasion, Pope Francis writes:  

“Brothers and sisters, the first form of care needed in any illness is compassionate and loving                     
closeness. … Let us commend ourselves to Mary Most Holy, Health of the Sick, that she may                      
intercede for us and help us to be artisans of closeness and fraternal relationships.” 
Next Sunday, February 11, is World Marriage Day.  In today’s modern world, which often attacks 

the dignity of a life-long marriage between one man and one woman, we honor all of those married couples 
who are faithful to each other until death, and open to the gift of children.  We especially honor those                    
Catholics who faithfully follow the guidelines of the Church regarding marriage.  The Lord gives these                
married couples special graces in the Sacrament of Matrimony to live their vocation and to love each other 
as Christ loves His bride, the Church. 

This year Ash Wednesday is February 14.  According to the Roman Missal, the ashes blessed and 
distributed on Ash Wednesday are made from the palm branches that were blessed on Palm Sunday of the 
previous year.  Over the course of the next ten days, you can bring your blessed palms to the parish office; 
the palms will be burned for Ash Wednesday. 

Thank you for your contributions for the Church in Latin America.  Last weekend, we collected 
$335.00.  Contributions to this collection support the training of priests, religious, and lay leaders; the                    
education of youth; and other pastoral projects that bring people more fully into the life of the Catholic 
Church in 23 impoverished countries. 



 

 

Monday, February 5, 2024      Weekday - St. Agatha, Virgin and Martyr 

1 Kgs 8: 1-7, 9-13/Mk 6:53-56       7:15am - Sacred Heart Church 

 

Tuesday, February 6, 2024     Weekday - St. Paul Miki and Companions, Martyrs 

1 Kgs 8:22-23,27-30/Mk 7:1-13      7:15am - Sacred Heart Church 

 

Wednesday, February 7, 2024    Weekday 

1 Kgs 10:1-10/Mk 7:14-23        8:00am - Ed Jenkins family living & deceased                                                       
 

Thursday, February 8, 2024    Weekday - St. Jerome Emiliani; St. Josephine Bakhita, Virgin 

1 Kgs 11:4-13/Mk 7:24-30        8:00am - Dick Thamert† 
 
Friday, February 9, 2024     Weekday 

1 Kgs 11:29-32,12:19/Mk 7:31-37        9:00am - Christ the King - John Hager† 
 
Saturday, February 10, 2024    St. Scholastica, Virgin 

1 Kgs 12:26-32,13:33-34/Mk 8:1-10     8:00am - Bernadene Rypka† 
 
Sunday, February 11, 2024    Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Lv 13:1-2,44-46            02/10/24  4:00pm - Parishioners 
1 Cor 10:31-11:1           02/11/24  8:00am - Dorry Kenney†                                                                                                                                    
Mk 1:40-45             02/11/24  10:00am - Bob Hannum† 
                                      

Weekly Readings and Mass Intentions 

Parish Staff 
Pastor– Fr. James Starasinich (507) 451-4845 
pastor@stjosephowatonna.org 
 
Administrator– Al Christenson (507) 451-4845 
apchristenson@stjosephowatonna.org 
 
Parish Office– Linda Strand (507) 451-4845 
parishoffice@stjosephowatonna.org 
 
Bookkeeping-Teresa Klecker  
TeresaK@stjosephowatonna.org 
 
Liturgical Music Director – Carol Hodapp 
carolhodapp@gmail.com 
 
Faith Formation Director – Brittany Boubin                                    
shsjyouth@shsjfaithformation.org  (507) 413-6544                                     
 
Maintenance– Dave Oman 
 

Parish Website– www.stjosephowatonna.org 
 

Facebook– https://www.facebook.com/
StJosephParishOwatonna/ 

      February 4 - Fifth Sunday in  
      Ordinary Time:                                              
     In the Gospel today, we find that  
     Jesus would rise very early before 
dawn and go to a deserted place to pray and 
then he went out to preach and to heal. 

Please pray for the poor and suffering, 
knowing that you are bringing the love and 
peace of Jesus to those who live in fear and 
doubt, loneliness, and dread. 
On Tuesday we served 128 meals at                        
Vincent’s Table.  
 
Membership - We meet the 1

st
 and 3

rd
 Monday 

of each month at 6:30 p.m., at St. Joseph’s 
Church.  If you would like further                                     
information on growing your spiritual life 
and serving those in need in our                                    
community, please join us at a meeting or 
contact Ed Wacek at edwacek46@gmail.com. 
Our phone is 507-676-5508.  



 

 

             Liturgical Ministers Schedule                                     
                   February 10/11, 2024 
 

Saturday - 4:00pm 
EMs: Matt Thurnau, 2 Volunteers                        
Lector: Tim Vogt 
Sacristan: Matt Thurnau 
Ushers: Scott & Sue Yentsch 
             Volunteer, Volunteer                        
Altar Servers: Alexandra Nylund, Volunteer 
Greeters: Volunteers         
 

Sunday - 8:00am 
EMs: Sue Heller, 2 Volunteers                                                           
Lector: Annika Slacter 
Sacristan: Joanne Evans 
Ushers: Joel & Rhynda Dulas 
    Volunteer, Volunteer                                                            
Altar Servers: Henry & Stella Seykora 
Greeters: Buz & Cea Grass 
 

Sunday - 10:00am   
EMs: Katie Holzerland, Lee Jardine, Volunteer                            
Lector: Ryan Heydon 
Sacristan: Ellyn Jardine 
Ushers: Jerry & Dina Atkinson                      
          Volunteer, Volunteer                                                                                                             
Altar Servers: Cole Trom, Volunteer 
Greeters: Volunteers 
 

Help is needed in all the ministries.                                   
Consider sharing your God given talents at the 
Mass.  You can sign up on the parish website at                                       

stjosephowatonna.org. or contact the Parish       
office at 451-4845.                                              

 

      We need your help! 
We are missing 3 Eucharistic  
Minister crosses on gold 
chains from the sacristy.  
Please check your coat 
pockets, junk drawers, or  
rosary boxes to see if they 
were accidently taken home 
after Mass.   They were a gift 
to the parish so returning 
them would be appreciated.                                                                                                   

Goodbye Father Jim 
 

Vaya con Dios, Padre Diego, 
I really hate to see you leave, 

you came just over five years ago, 
your many blessings I’ve received. 

 
Your arrival here was a joyful time, 
the homilies have been inspiring, 

I began sending you my simple rhymes, 
now from that task I’ll be retiring. 

 
At St Pius X you’ll see Deacon Pat, 

please say hello to him, 
I had no idea where he was at, 
I remember his big Irish grin. 

 
I send to both of you 

this Old Irish Blessing: 
“May the road rise up to meet you, 

May the wind be always at your back, 
May the sun shine warm upon your face, 

the winds fall soft upon your fields, 

and until we meet again, 
may God hold you in the palm of his hand.” 

 
Thank you, Father Jim. May God give you 

a long and healthy religious life. 
A pastor, servant, and shepherd, 

leading your flock toward God’s Kingdom. 
Bud Peka 1/28/2024 



 

 

ST. MARY’S SCHOOL NEWS 
 

St. Mary's School was busy this week celebrating Catholic Schools week.                                               
Here is what we did each day as a school to celebrate. What a fun week it was!                                            
This is a week that students and staff look forward to each year.  

“Traveling Vocations Crucifix Ministry”  

Beginning March 2
nd

, our St. Joseph’s family is making a dedication to pray                                            
for vocations through our new “Traveling Vocations Crucifix Ministry”. The Crucifix                                   
travels each week to a  different home in our community. While in the home, the Crucifix is displayed 
and prayers are offered daily for an increase in vocations to the priesthood, deaconate and religious 
life. Inside the box, is the Crucifix, a simple prayer guide, a journal if you’d like to share a reflection or 
experience from your week, and a prayer calendar for our diocese which includes the names of our 
seminarians, priests and deacons.  When you return the box with the Crucifix to the Sacristy at 
St. Joseph’s Church before the 4pm Mass the following Saturday, it will then be ready for the 
next family to pick up at the Mass they attend that weekend. 

Sign up sheets will be in the Gathering Space beginning February 10
th

.  Check your calendars 
to decide when you will be able to participate in this Ministry. 

    Your prayers are essential for raising up vocations in our Church. It is also essential that religious 
vocations be encouraged and supported within each family home.  As we begin this new ministry, let 
us recall the words of our Lord: “The harvest is abundant but the laborers are few; ask the Master of 
the harvest to send out laborers for His harvest.” (Matthew 9:37-38) 

  This “Traveling Vocations Crucifix Ministry” Kit is being provided by the St. Serra Club of the 
Owatonna Area. 



 

 

Please consider becoming a Liturgical Minister 

at St. Joseph Church.  There’s something for 

everyone! See contact info. below: 
 

Altar Servers – Parish Office (507)451-4845, 

parishoffice@stjosephowatonna.org 
 

Eucharistic Ministers – Linda Huffington  

  (507)456-5274 (leave message) or   

   lindamwhuffington@gmail.com 
 

Greeters – Wayne & Betty Kubicek          

(507)451-8683, bj-n-me@hotmail.com 
 

Homebound Ministries – Vickie Skala        

(507)456-2230, vskala9174@gmail.com 
    

Lectors – Linda Strand (507)363-2596,   

                strand619@gmail.com  
 

Music Ministry – Carol Hodapp                

(507)213-6981, carolhodapp@gmail.com 
 

Sacristans – Ellyn Jardine  (507)-444-4088, 

                   lee j7@reagan.com     

Ushers – Pat Rose (507)456-1146  

               rosepatp@gmail.com 

Owatonna KC Council 945 Benefit Breakfast for           
 KC Valentine Breakfast & OHS Robotics Team 
                  Sunday, February 11th  •  8am - 12pm 
St. Mary’s School Cafeteria 
  Advance tickets are $9                           
 or $10 at the door.                                                                                                          
Two sensational breakfast                                          
choices and table service! 
 

KC Omelet Breakfast: 3 egg omelet selections  
KC Country Breakfast: eggs fried or                

scrambled,  ham or sausage.  All served with                                                                                           
pancakes or french toast, milk, or coffee.                                            

Tickets can be purchased in the Parish office                   
during business hours. 

February Funeral Chairpersons 
 

Charlotte Radtke  507-774-9103 
Rita Goodnature  507-444-4146 

 

Contact the parish office if you would like to                        
help with funeral luncheons.  451-4845 

                                                                    
                                

 Mass Times February 14, 2024 
7:00am: Sacred Heart Church 
8:10am: Sacred Heart Church (School Mass) 
12:10pm: St. Joseph Parish 
5:00pm: St. Joseph Parish 
6:30pm: Sacred Heart (Faith Formation Mass) 
6:30pm: Christ the King (Faith Formation Mass) 

Ct. Owatonna CDA members will                                         
be selling KC Fish Fry tickets in the              
Gathering Hall after all the Masses                                              
next weekend for the Feb. 16th                             
KC Fish Fry in the KC Hall.  
Advance sale tickets are $15, or $17 at the door. 
Thank you for supporting the Catholic Daughters 
of the Americas!  Tickets can be purchased                           
in the Parish office during business hours. 



 

 

Pre-Cana is an opportunity for 
engaged couples to prepare for 
the Sacrament of Matrimony.  
They will learn about the beauty 
of Marriage as a sacrament and about how they can 
be an effective sign of Christ’s presence to each 
other, to their future children and to those around 
them. 
Pre-Cana is a full day event that takes place on a                         
Saturday through the Diocese of Winona-
Rochester. For more information and for                                
registration, please visit the Office of Life, Marriage 
& Family’s website: 
https://www.dowr.org/offices/life-marriage-family/
marriage-preparation.html 
Pre – Cana Dates for 2024: 
March 2, 2024 - St. Charles Borromeo, St. Charles 
May 18, 2024 - Newman Center, MSU, Mankato 

For all the latest news  from                                             
Christ the King Church                                      
Medford, MN.                                                                                                                 
Scan the QR Code!  

                    Holy Trinity of Litomysl                                        
      “Adult” Annual Valentine Dinner 
                  Saturday, February 17, 2024  
                      Social Hour is at 5:30pm!   
     Windsor Chop Dinner will be served at 6:30pm! 
          Dinner music and many door prizes! 
 

          Tickets are $25 and are available from: 
Mary Ann Rysavy @ 451-2564,                                                        

Carol Holman @ 583-2966, MBT Bank in                                                   
Blooming Prairie, & Hometown Insurance                                                      

in Blooming Prairie, MN.   
Ticket sales will close on Sunday, Feb. 11th, 2024 or       

after the limit of 200 is sold.  
This is open to ALL, singles, couples, groups, etc. 

Come and enjoy the evening! 

Knights of Columbus 
Benefit Lenten Fish Dinners 
The Owatonna KC 4th Degree                            
Assembly will be serving benefit 
fish dinners every Friday during 
Lent from 5 to 7pm in the KC 
Hall at the Columbian Center 
820 S. Elm Ave. Owatonna, MN 
 

The “All you care to eat” dinner includes baked 
and fried fish, mashed potatoes with country gravy, 
vegetable, roll, coleslaw, coffee, and milk.  Cost is 
$15 in advance, $17 at the door, with children              
under the age of 6 eating free.  Presale tickets may 
be purchased from the beneficiaries, at he the 
Church offices or the Columbian Center.  Please 
join us in helping these organizations help others!              
The beneficiaries of the dinners this year are: 
Feb. 16   Court Owatonna CDA 
Feb. 23   Medford KCs & Ct. St. Anne CDA 
Mar. 1     Owatonna KC Council 945 & SVdP 
Mar. 8     Exchange Clubs of Owatonna 
Mar. 15   KC 4th Degree Assembly                                                            
     Grandparents for Education, and    
         West Hills Commons (Senior Place) 
Mar. 22   Izaak Walton League 



 

 

Glen A. Meger · Mike Meger · Brett Meger 

Rosaries by Peter 
Rosaries by Peter 

Catholic Community 
Chapel 

Open 24 hours 
Key cards available in                     

the parish office 

 

Glen Meger      Mike Meger     Brett Meger 

 

                   

                   

                  

                 

                

                
                      

                      

 
 
 
 

 Your Family of Faith and Hope 

                                   

              
        
 

 

         
 
 
 

                                    costas.candies.com 

 

              

                 

Amy Swain Hearing Centers 
                   
Audiologists offering many brands    
     of hearing aids! 
www.amyswainhearingcenters.com 
            

            507-451-3879 

SMITH, TOLLEFSON, 
RAHRICK & CASS 
  Attorneys-at-Law 
 
108 West Park Square         Stephen J. Smith 
Owatonna, MN 55060    Mark J. Rahrick 
(507) 451-6540                     Benjamin M. Cass 

         J. P. Kreutter       
 State Farm Insurance 

     203 South Oak 

      Owatonna, MN 
     Business: 507-451-4866 
     Home: 507-455-1247 

   BRICK – MEGER 
         FUNERAL HOME 
                                  EST. 1897 

GLEN A. MEGER · MIKE MEGER · BRETT MEGER 

 

        507-451-1457 

LOCAL 455– 1628     1-800-385-1628 
                       

     Steve’s Service, Inc. 

 

          

    

         

  www.dowr.org 
  507-454-4643 

Owatonna Knights 
      of Columbus 
 

      For A Better Tomorrow 
           Be A Knight Today 

     Membership    451– 6103 

                 
 
    

    Growing in Mind, 

         Body & Spirit 

            
          730 S Cedar Ave 

             Owatonna 
   

        507.446.2300 

  stmarys-owatonna.org 

    Preschool, Kindergarten & Grades 1-8 

507-444-3099 

Cuts 
Waxing 
Massage 

           JEFFREY HALL 

                         Financial Advisor 

             143 W. Bridge St. 
                  Owatonna, MN 

            (507) 446-0150 

     507-451-8254 • OSPTinc.com 

Complete Radiator Repair 
Wind Generator Repair 

109 Cedar Ave. Owatonna 

*Dawn Lindell *Paula Johnson        
*Jennifer Cassen *Vicki Ankram 
 

      www.owatonnalaw.com 

Monday - Friday……...9am - 5:30pm 

Saturday………………….9am - 1pm 

            Closed on Sundays 

      costas.candies.com 

Rosaries by Peter 
Peter Connor|507-456-1099|cephas6@msn.com 

Custom Orders  
   Welcome   

Handcrafted 

Repair services 
    available 

 

Full Auto Repair and Maintenance 

 Tim Blazek 

123 East Front St 455-9050 

www.georgesofgeneva.com 
  507-256-4501 GEORGE’S 

OF GENEVA 
SUPPER CLUB 

Tuesday - Saturday  4 - 8pm 
Scan to see the new Menu 

d.ludewig@lpl.com 
507-214-1230 

Securities and advisory services offered through LPL Financial, 
a registered investment advisor, Member FINRA/SIPC 

  DUANE M. LUDEWIG  
Investment Representative 

DAVE LAX 

Owatonna, MN  55060 

24 Hour Service • 
Over 40 Years Experience 

OFFICE: 507.451.3614 

CELL: 507.456.1575 

dave@centralhtg.biz 

Geothermal Heat Pumps, Heating , Air Conditioning  
Commercial Refrigeration & Sheet Metal Specialists   
Commercial & Residential Sales & Service 

Selective Looks 
Sandie Kubista - Owner 

507-451-0570 

www.act-computers.net 

743 East Main St. 

Your one-stop 
technology shop! Roman Catholic                                                           

Diocese of Winona-Rochester 

 

 
     
         

Owatonna Area    
St. Serra Club     

Foster & 
Affirm           

Vocations 

 

    Your Ad Here 
       451-4845 

 

                         Quality People, Products & Service 

        1430 East Main Street Owatonna, MN                                           

             507-451-3377 l 888-451-3377 

 

Plemel Insurance Agency 
920 Hoffman Drive  Owatonna, MN 

507-451-4619 
www.plemelagency.com 

 

NORTHRISKPARTNERS.COM 

507-451-3684 285 18th St. SE 
Owatonna, MN 

              

          Your Ad Here 

           451-4845 

Catholic Daughters 
of the Americas 

    Court #1180  
      Owatonna 

Unity &  Charity 

 

507-451-5262 

FACE RISK HEAD ON 

507-451-7943 

1930 Austin Rd. PO Box 482 

Owatonna, Minnesota 


