
 

 

March 31, 2024 

 ST. JOSEPH 
    P  A   R   I   S   H 

Parochial Administrator                                        
Rev. Msgr. Thomas Cook 

Parochial Vicar - Fr. Gregory Parrott 
(For St. Joseph Parish, Sacred Heart Church and         

Christ the King Church) 

Office Hours:  
Mon-Thurs 8:30am-4:30pm  

    Friday    8:30am-3:00pm  
  Mass Schedule: Weekends 

Saturday 4:00pm 

    Sunday 8:00am and 10:00am 
 

Weekdays and Holy Days 
(See schedule in the bulletin) 

 

Confession                                                      

Saturday 3:00 - 3:45pm 
 

512 South Elm Avenue 
Owatonna, MN 55060 

 

Office Phone (507) 451-4845 
 

Website: www.stjosephowatonna.org 
            

     

      Easter Sunday of the    

 Resurrection of The Lord 

He is risen; 
He is risen 

indeed! 



 

 

Monsignor Cook’s Corner               31 March 2024 

Easter Sunday 
 
 

As we celebrate Our Savior’s glorious Resurrection from the dead, I pray that the Risen 

Lord will fill your souls with joy and new life!  Because Easter is the most important day of the 

year, the Church celebrates Mass every day this week as if it were Easter Sunday morning.  We 

celebrate the Lord’s resurrection for eight days (the Easter Octave); daily Mass will be longer like 

a Sunday Mass and will include the Gloria.  The Easter Octave concludes on Divine Mercy                    

Sunday. 

Next Sunday, April 7, at the 10:00 a.m. Mass at St. Joseph Parish, six of our young                
people will be receiving their First Holy Communion.  Practice for the First Communion will 
take place in St. Joseph Church this Saturday, April 6, at 9:30 a.m.  Our seven First Communion 
candidates and at least one parent are required to attend this rehearsal.  At this practice, the first 
communicants will have an opportunity to confess their sins before receiving the Lord’s Body 
and Blood for the first time. 

Next Sunday, April 7, is Divine Mercy Sunday.  In Poland in 1931, Jesus appeared to 
Saint Maria Faustina Kowalska (+5 October 1938) and asked her to promulgate Divine Mercy 
Sunday on the first Sunday after Easter.  According to Our Lord:  “On that day the very depths of 
my tender mercy are open….  The soul that will go to Confession and receive Holy Communion 
shall obtain complete forgiveness of sins and punishment….  Let no soul fear to draw near me, 
even though his sins be as scarlet.” (Diary, #699)  Therefore, let no one be afraid to “draw near” 
to the Lord in the Sacrament of Penance; Christ promises not only complete forgiveness of sins 
but also complete removal of the temporal punishment caused by our sins! 

We will celebrate Divine Mercy Sunday at St. Joseph Church from 3:00 until 6:30 p.m.  
We will begin at the “Hour of Mercy,” 3:00 p.m., by venerating the Image of Divine Mercy.  
Then I will expose the Blessed Sacrament and join in the prayerful singing of the Chaplet of                    
Divine Mercy.  During Adoration, I will hear confessions from 3:30-5:45 p.m. and someone will 
lead the rosary.  At 6:00 p.m. we will pray the Regina Cæli and sing Solemn Vespers; Benediction 
of the Blessed Sacrament will follow Vespers. 

The Novena of Divine Mercy began on Good Friday and continues through this week.  
The novena prayers are available in a red-colored pamphlet – Divine Mercy Novena and Chaplet 
– located in the narthex. 

I would like to take this opportunity to express my sincere gratitude for a beautiful                          
Lenten season: 

•  Thank you to those people who came to the Stations of the Cross and Benediction of the 
Blessed Sacrament.  Meditating on the suffering and death of Our Lord is my favorite                  
Lenten devotion.   
•  Thank you to everyone who took the opportunity to make a good confession before         
Easter.  I was inspired by all the many confessions. 
•  Thank you to everyone who helped make our Sacred Triduum Liturgies so beautiful:  our 
parish staff, musicians, choir members, readers, servers, ushers, Extraordinary Ministers of 
Holy Communion, oil bearers, decorators, and sacristans.  You all helped to give honor and 
glory to God. 
•  Thank you for giving so generously to our various Holy Week collections.   

The amounts that we collected should be available for next week’s bulletin. 



 

 

 

Monday, April 1, 2024       Monday within the Octave of Easter 

Acts 2:14,22-33/Mt 28:8-15       7:15am - Sacred Heart Church 
 

Tuesday, April 2, 2024     Tuesday within the Octave of Easter 

Acts 2:36-41/Jn 20:11-18       7:15am - Sacred Heart Church 
 

Wednesday, April 3, 2024     Wednesday within the Octave of Easter 

Acts 3:1-10/Lk 24:13-35        8:00am - Ernie & MaryAnn Betlach† 
                 

Thursday, April 4, 2024     Thursday within the Octave of Easter  

Acts 3:11-26/Lk 24:35-48       8:00am - Harry Appel family, living & deceased 
              

Friday, April 5, 2024      Friday within the Octave of Easter 

Acts 4:1-12/Jn 21:1-14                9:00am - Christ the King - Joyce Pribyl†  
 

Saturday, April 6, 2024     Saturday within the Octave of Easter 

Acts 4:13-21/Mk 16:9-15        8:00am - Katie Cashman† 

 

Sunday, April 7, 2024      Second Sunday of Easter - Sunday of Divine Mercy 

Acts 4:32-35                               04/06/24  4:00pm - Paul Illg†   
1 Jn 5:1-6            04/06/24  5:30pm - Christ the King - Lynette Maas† 
Jn 20:19-31                                                 04/07/24  8:00am - Parishioners 
                  04/07/24  10:00am - James Grundman†                                                                                                                                 
                 

Weekly Readings and Mass Intentions 

Parish Staff 
Pastor–  Msgr. Thomas Cook (507) 451-4845 
pastor@stjosephowatonna.org 
 
Administrator– Al Christenson (507) 451-4845 
apchristenson@stjosephowatonna.org 
 
Parish Office– Linda Strand (507) 451-4845 
parishoffice@stjosephowatonna.org 
 
Bookkeeping-Teresa Klecker  
TeresaK@stjosephowatonna.org 
 
Liturgical Music Director – Carol Hodapp 
carolhodapp@gmail.com 
 
Faith Formation Director – Brittany Boubin                                    
shsjyouth@shsjfaithformation.org  (507) 413-6544                                     
 
Maintenance– Dave Oman 
 
Facebook– https://www.facebook.com/
StJosephParishOwatonna/ 

      March 31 - Easter Sunday: 
      Today as we celebrate the feast 
       of Easter we find the                             
challenge of also seeing and believing the                            
resurrection that comes through our own lives 
of self-sacrifice which brings new life to others. 

As you donate to the Society of St. Vincent 
de Paul, know that you are a sign of God’s 
love to those who are suffering and you give 
them Easter hope and joy. 
 
Membership - We meet the 1

st
 and 3

rd
 Monday 

of each month at 6:30 p.m., at St. Joseph’s 
Church.  If you would like further                                            

information on growing your spiritual life 
and serving those in need in our community, 

please join us at a meeting or contact                                
Ed Wacek at edwacek46@gmail.com.                                 

Our phone is 507-676-5508.  

   



 

 

Please Contact the Parish Office If... 
 

*  A member of your family is in the hospital. 
 *  You want communion brought to your home.  
 

*  Your address, phone, email has changed. 
    *You wish to register your family with the Parish. 
                                                                                

Phone: 451-4845 or 
email: parishoffice@stjosephowatonna.org 

             Liturgical Ministers Schedule                                     
                        April 6/7, 2024 
 

Saturday - 4:00pm 
 

EMHC: Rose Ann Rypka, Volunteer, Volunteer                     
Lector: Tim Vogt  
Sacristan: Julio Letona 
Ushers: Scott Yentsch, Sue Yentsch                                                    
      Volunteer, Volunteer                          
Altar Servers: Julio Letona, Volunteer 
Greeters: Volunteer      
 
Sunday - 8:00am 
 

EMHC: Diane Kaplan, Courtney Keller, Volunteer                                                                                         
Lector: Colleen Possehl  
Sacristan: Joan Salmonsen 
Ushers: Doug Phillips, Cindy Phillips,                                                      
      Volunteer, Volunteer                                                          
Altar Servers: Henry Seykora, Stella Seykora 
Greeters: Buzz & Cea Grass 
 

Sunday  - 10:00am  First Communion   
 

EMHC: Kay Oberle, Ryan Heydon, Stacey Ginskey                         
Lector: John Connor                                                                                            
Sacristan: Ruth Broumley 
Ushers: Brad Fischer, Walt Spindler,                                                                           
      Nolan Ginskey, Jacob Ginskey                                                                                                                      
Altar Servers: Lucas Ginskey, Macey Ginskey                                                                                                                 
Greeters: Wayne & Betty Kubicek 

You are the Light of the World 
 

Appeal Goal: $51,028.00 
Current Balance:  $15,440.00 
 Give online: catholicfsmn.org 
Envelopes are available in the                               
Gathering Hall, Church                                            
entrances and Parish Office for mail in donations.  
Your gift supports men discerning vocation to the 
priesthood and diaconate, priests serving 
and retired priests.  Your gift helps to 
sustain Catholic schools, religious                        
education, ministerial formation and                      
initiatives for life peace and justice.  

Owatonna KC Council 945 Benefit Breakfast 
for St. Vincent de Paul Society and                             

Owatonna Youth Fishing 
            Sunday, April 14th  •  8am - 12pm 
St. Mary’s School Cafeteria 
  Advance tickets are $9                       
 or $10 at the door.                                                                                                          
Two sensational breakfast                                  
choices and table service! 
 

KC Omelet Breakfast: 3 egg omelet                              
selections  KC Country Breakfast: eggs fried 

or scrambled,  ham or sausage.  All serve with                                                                                           
pancakes or french toast, milk, or coffee.                                            

Catholic Charites of                                                                  
Southern Minnesota offers                                                        
respectful, compassionate, and                     
professional Mental Health Clinical Counseling 
services to help individuals, couples and                      
families deal with a variety of concerns. We 
accept most insurances or offer a sliding fee. 
For more  information call 507-287-2047. 

Knights of Columbus                                                       
Service and Awards Banquet                                                
April 5, 2024   
KC Hall, Owatonna MN.   
5:30pm Social Hour 
6:30pm Dinner with program to follow 
Meal will be smoked beef tips in mushroom gravy 
over noodles, fruit cup, salad and dessert.  Cost is 
$20 per plate.                                                                          
Guest speaker will be Sgt. Ben Johnson,                          
commander of the SCDIU task force. 
Please join us for a fun and informative evening. 
RSVP by Monday April1: bfandel94@hotmail.com 
or by phone 507-456-4161. 

The offices at St. Joseph Parish 
will be closed on Monday,          
April 1st.   We wish you all a            
very HAPPY EASTER! 



 

 

Cenacles of Life  • Hour of Prayer                                                               
Fridays in the  Adoration Chapel                                                                                             
St. Joseph Parish  • Noon to 1pm                                  
The Cenacles of Life are for renewing the                                                
Spirit of Life - from within the Church.                                                        
It is the graces from these Cenacles that will be used to 
transform the face of the earth and defeat this war on life.   

Traveling Vocations Crucifix Ministry 
Sponsored by the St. Serra Club                                                                        

of the Owatonna Area 

Dates are still available for your family to sign up 

for the Traveling Vocations Crucifix.  The one 

week commitment gives your family the                                   

opportunity to pray daily for an increase in                           

vocations to the priesthood, deaconate and                        

religious life.   Everything is provided in the kit.   

When your week is done, return the kit to the 

sacristy before the 4pm Mass so the next family 

can take the Traveling Crucifix home. 

The sign up sheet is in the Gathering Hall. 

Women’s Adoration Night                                                         
Monday, April 8th                                                                             
7:00-9:00pm.                                                                                     
All women of the community are                                                   
invited to Divine Mercy Church in 
Faribault for Women’s Adoration Night. This 
evening will include praise & adoration,                                 
confessions, a short reflection, refreshments and 
sisterhood. Come!  Be encouraged and refreshed! 

 
After Calvary 

 
Happy Easter, Christ is risen, 
now our sins can be forgiven. 

He gave up His life for our redemption, 
His role, since Virgin Mary’s conception. 

 
He truly is the Son of God. 

The Pharisees claimed He was a fraud. 
Millions of Christians from many nations, 
pray to Him, and give humble adoration. 

 
“Father forgive them,  

for they know not what they do.” 
Remember, He died for me,  

He died for you. 
His last words before He died,  

“It is finished.” 
 our love for Jesus  

remains undiminished. 
Jesus is my personal Savior. 

Have Him as yours also. 
A Blessed Easter to all! 
Hosanna in the highest! 

Save us, we pray! 
 

Bud Peka 3/11/2024 



 

 

Please consider becoming a Liturgical Minister 

at St. Joseph Church.  There’s something for 

everyone! See contact info. below: 
 

Altar Servers – Parish Office (507)451-4845, 

parishoffice@stjosephowatonna.org 
 

Communion Ministers – Linda Huffington  

  (507)456-5274 (leave message) or   

   lindamwhuffington@gmail.com 
 

Greeters – Wayne & Betty Kubicek          

(507)451-8683, bj-n-me@hotmail.com 
 

Homebound Ministries – Vickie Skala        

(507)456-2230, vskala9174@gmail.com 
    

Lectors – Linda Strand (507)363-2596,   

                strand619@gmail.com  
 

Music Ministry – Carol Hodapp                

(507)213-6981, carolhodapp@gmail.com 
 

Sacristans – Ellyn Jardine  (507)-444-4088, 

                   lee j7@reagan.com     

Ushers – Pat Rose (507)456-1146  

               rosepatp@gmail.com 

Donut Sunday is April 7th!                            
After the 8am & 10 am Masses,                                 
join us in Joseph Hall for                    
coffee, donuts and fellowship!                                    
If you would like to help                                   
with clean up, please contact the Parish                                    
Office at 451-4845.  Thank You!                               

 
April Funeral Chairpersons 

 

Joan Salmonsen  451-5695 
Terry Jensen  451-7062 

 

Contact the parish office if you would like to                        
help with funeral luncheons.  451-4845 

Reminder!                                          
First Communion at St. Joseph Parish 

Sunday, April 7, 2024 • 10am Mass 
Practice will be Saturday April 6 at 

9:30am in St. Joseph Church 

Divine Mercy Sunday 

   Prayer Service & Adoration  

  April 7, 2024 

  St. Joseph Parish 

  3:00pm - 6:30pm 

   

THE MAN OF THE SHROUD                                                        
EXHIBIT 

St. Pius X Catholic Church                                                                       
Rochester, MN. 
April 5 - April 14,  2024 
If you have questions,                                                               
contact St. Pius X                                          
parish office at 507-288-8238                                                                
or email church@piusx.org. 
A public viewing schedule can                                                     
be accessed by visiting: piusx.org 



 

 

For all the latest news  from                                             
Christ the King Church                                      
Medford, MN.                                                                                                                 
Scan the QR Code!  

"Join us this summer for opportunities for all 
ages with Totus Tuus, Steubenville, and/or 
Camp Summit. Totus Tuus is a week-long 
summer camp held at Sacred Heart for those 
entering grades 1st-12th. Steubenville is a 
Friday-Sunday conference in Rochester, MN 
for entering ages of 9th-12th grade, and 
Camp Summit is a 4 day, 3 night overnight 
camp in Lanesboro, MN for those entering 
6th-8th grade with volunteer team                                              
opportunities for grades 9-12th. We do have 
scholarships available.                              
Please contact Brittany Boubin 
at shsjyouth@shsjfaithformation.org for                  
questions and information."   

3rd ANNUAL MARIAN CONFERENCE 
THE SHRINE OF OUR LADY OF CHAMPION 

The Shrine of Our Lady of Champion is the site of 
the only approved Marian Apparition site in the                 

United States. They are holding their 3rd Annual 
Marian Conference with wonderful guest speakers, a 

rosary walk, prayer time, and masses.                                                  
Pick up a flyer in the gathering space or go to 

"championshrine.org/marian-conference/" for more 
information. KC Council 945 is sponsoring a                            

pilgrimage to the Conference and is paying for the 
bus. Make your Conference and Hotel reservation 
ASAP and then let Lee know if you will be on the 
bus. If you have questions, contact Lee Jardine 

at lee_j7@reagan.com or call 507-444-4088 and 
leave a message. Conference registrations are                     

filling fast! Please call ASAP. 

mailto:shsjyouth@shsjfaithformation.org
mailto:lee_j7@reagan.com


 

 

Glen A. Meger · Mike Meger · Brett Meger 

Rosaries by Peter 
Rosaries by Peter 

Catholic Community 
Chapel 

Open 24 hours 
Key cards available in                     

the parish office 

 

Glen Meger      Mike Meger     Brett Meger 

 

                   

                   

                  

                 

                

                
                      

                      

 
 
 
 

 Your Family of Faith and Hope 

                                   

              
        
 

 

         
 
 
 

                                    costas.candies.com 

 

              

                 

Amy Swain Hearing Centers 
                   
Audiologists offering many brands    
     of hearing aids! 
www.amyswainhearingcenters.com 
            

            507-451-3879 

SMITH, TOLLEFSON, 
RAHRICK & CASS 
  Attorneys-at-Law 
 
108 West Park Square         Stephen J. Smith 
Owatonna, MN 55060    Mark J. Rahrick 
(507) 451-6540                     Benjamin M. Cass 

         J. P. Kreutter       
 State Farm Insurance 

     203 South Oak 

      Owatonna, MN 
     Business: 507-451-4866 
     Home: 507-455-1247 

   BRICK – MEGER 
         FUNERAL HOME 
                                  EST. 1897 

GLEN A. MEGER · MIKE MEGER · BRETT MEGER 

 

        507-451-1457 

LOCAL 455– 1628     1-800-385-1628 
                       

     Steve’s Service, Inc. 

 

          

    

         

  www.dowr.org 
  507-454-4643 

Owatonna Knights 
      of Columbus 
 

For A Better          
Tomorrow  Be A 
Knight Today 

                 
 
    

    Growing in Mind, 

         Body & Spirit 

            
          730 S Cedar Ave 

             Owatonna 
   

        507.446.2300 

  stmarys-owatonna.org 

    Preschool, Kindergarten & Grades 1-8 

507-444-3099 

Cuts 
Waxing 
Massage 

           JEFFREY HALL 

                         Financial Advisor 

             143 W. Bridge St. 
                  Owatonna, MN 

            (507) 446-0150 

     507-451-8254 • OSPTinc.com 

Complete Radiator Repair 
Wind Generator Repair 

109 Cedar Ave. Owatonna 

*Dawn Lindell *Paula Johnson        
*Jennifer Cassen *Vicki Ankram 
 

      www.owatonnalaw.com 

Monday - Friday……...9am - 5:30pm 

Saturday………………….9am - 1pm 

            Closed on Sundays 

      costas.candies.com 

Rosaries by Peter 
Peter Connor|507-456-1099|cephas6@msn.com 

Custom Orders  
   Welcome   

Handcrafted 

Repair services 
    available 

 

Full Auto Repair and Maintenance 

 Tim Blazek 

123 East Front St 455-9050 

www.georgesofgeneva.com 
  507-256-4501 GEORGE’S 

OF GENEVA 
SUPPER CLUB 

Tuesday - Saturday  4 - 8pm 
Scan to see the new Menu 

d.ludewig@lpl.com 
507-214-1230 

Securities and advisory services offered through LPL Financial, 
a registered investment advisor, Member FINRA/SIPC 

  DUANE M. LUDEWIG  
Investment Representative 

DAVE LAX 

Owatonna, MN  55060 

24 Hour Service • 
Over 40 Years Experience 

OFFICE: 507.451.3614 

CELL: 507.456.1575 

dave@centralhtg.biz 

Geothermal Heat Pumps, Heating , Air Conditioning  
Commercial Refrigeration & Sheet Metal Specialists   
Commercial & Residential Sales & Service 

Selective Looks 
Sandie Kubista - Owner 

507-451-0570 

www.act-computers.net 

743 East Main St. 

Your one-stop 
technology shop! Roman Catholic                                                           

Diocese of Winona-Rochester 

 

 
     
         

Owatonna Area    
St. Serra Club     

Foster & 
Affirm           

Vocations 

 

    Your Ad Here 
       451-4845 

 

                         Quality People, Products & Service 

        1430 East Main Street Owatonna, MN                                           

             507-451-3377 l 888-451-3377 

 

Plemel Insurance Agency 
920 Hoffman Drive  Owatonna, MN 

507-451-4619 
www.plemelagency.com 

 

NORTHRISKPARTNERS.COM 

507-451-3684 285 18th St. SE 
Owatonna, MN 

              

          Your Ad Here 

           451-4845 

Catholic Daughters 
of the Americas 

    Court #1180  
      Owatonna 

Unity &  Charity 

507-451-5262 

FACE RISK HEAD ON 

507-451-7943 

Owatonna, Minnesota 

1930 Austin Rd. PO Box 482 

Membership 451-6103 


